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Things to know before you start to write

✓Message

✓Audience

✓Structure







1.2 Writing an academic paper
Key point: There are two sections
WHY?

Title
Abstract
Keywords
Introduction
Materials & Methods (Data & Methods)
Results
Discussion (& Conclusions)
Acknowleg(e)ments
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Your title: Keep it short and simple

Studies have shown: 

Shorter titles are likely to be more highly cited
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Your title: Some examples

Studies have shown: 

Shorter titles are likely to be more highly cited
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Abstract: Make it count

Four questions:

Why did you do the work? What did you do? What did 

you find? What did you conclude?
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Introduction: Balance

Three sections:

(1) A question; (2) State-of-the-art review; (3) This study shows
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Methods: Comprehensive

It is extremely common for editors and reviewers to reject 

papers because of perceived issues in the Methods
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Results: A picture is worth 1,000 words

Follow the structure used in the Methods

No interpretation: Just the facts



14

Discussion: Interpretation

Answer your question. Interpret. Unanswered questions. 

Weaknesses as well as strengths 





1.1. Structure of an academic paper
Key point: There are two sections
WHY?

Title
Abstract
Keywords
Introduction
Materials & Methods (Data & Methods)
Results
Discussion (& Conclusions)
Acknowleg(e)ments


